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tolerate the greatest land power in Europe making itself
the greatest sea power as well* Indeed, he plainly told .
his interviewer, England was fully determined to maintain
the two-power standard. Both countries, he pointed out,
were devoting millions of pounds every year to this futile
and dangerous rivalry. Would it not be better (and here
we see what was nearest his heart all the time) that the
money, or at least a good part of it, should be directed to
the purpose of enriching the lives of the people} Most
emphatically did he repudiate the suggestion that King
Edward was bent upon the encirclement of Germany*
The King had gone to Reval, he declared, simply and solely
to set a seal upon the liquidating of ancient differences
between England and Russia which had been accomplished
in the previous year. " There must be an end ", he said,
" to the evil game of setting England and Germany upon
each other like two dogs/' Finally, he castigated those
newspapers in both countries which were for ever trying to
excite suspicion and animosity, instead of trying to promote
a friendly understanding.
This interview caused considerable stir in many quarters.
In France it created much uneasiness; for French policy at
the time was directed almost wholly to the detaching of
England from Germany, and forcing her into an alliance
with herself and Russia* Much excitement was also
aroused in Germany and Austria; and while some main-
tained that England was again holding out the olive branch
which had dropped from the hand of Joseph Chamberlain,
others argued that this was but one more Machiavellian
device intended to arrest the progress of Germany's new
navy. At home in England the interview was praised
or blamed according to whether its readers desired to see
friendship established with Germany, or regarded such a
constinunation as already impossible* The holders of the